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Michael Barkin is currently Minister Counselor for Consular Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in 

Ottawa, Canada, where he overseas U.S. consular operation in the Embassy and the six U.S. 

consulates in Canada.  Previously, he served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in 

San Salvador and as Deputy Director of the Office of Canadian Affairs in the Bureau of Western 

Hemisphere Affairs.  A career member of the Foreign Service, he served from 2009-2012 as 

Principal Officer and Consul General in Matamoros, Mexico.  Prior to that assignment, Mr. 

Barkin served as Deputy Principal Officer and head of consular services in Amsterdam, the 

Netherlands.  

 

Previous posting include consul in the U.S. Embassy in Sofia, Bulgaria and work in the Office of 

Multilateral Affairs in the State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor 

(DRL).  He began his Foreign Service career with consular and political tours in Honduras and 

Uruguay.  

 

He is a lawyer by training and worked as a state prosecutor and public defender prior to joining 

the Foreign Service in 1995. Originally from Florida, he is a graduate of Emory University in 

Atlanta (Bachelor of Arts in Literature and Philosophy), New York University (Juris Doctor), 

and Princeton University (Master in Public Policy). 
 


